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Did you know that some writers create stories that are only 10 words long? In the last 100 years, a new form of writing has become

popular, called micro or flash fiction. Micro fiction are very short stories, usually under 200 words. Even though the stories are short, they

still have characters and a plot. Writers accomplish this by using words that create clear images and let people imagine the world in

which the story takes place.
 
Today, your job is to write a piece of micro fiction for a newspaper. Read the examples of micro fiction below. Then, follow the directions

to make your own piece of micro fiction.

Step 1: Read Examples of Micro Fiction

Example 1:

"And the Ghosts" by Graham Foust

They own everything

 

Example 2: 

"Give it Up" by Franz Kafka

It was very early in the morning, the streets clean and deserted, I was walking to the station. As I compared the tower clock with my

watch I realized that it was already much later than I had thought, I had to hurry, the shock of this discovery made me unsure of the

way, I did not yet know my way very well in this town; luckily, a policeman was nearby, I ran up to him and breathlessly asked him

the way. He smiled and said: “From me you want to know the way?” “Yes,” I said, “since I cannot find it myself.” “Give it up! Give it

up,” he said, and turned away with a sudden jerk, like people who want to be alone with their laughter.

 

 

Example 3: 

"Register" by Gail Warber

I recognized her immediately. Same eyes, but sadder; same hair, but grayer.

She’d dominated my yearbooks: cheerleader, homecoming queen, class favorite.

As she rang up my groceries, I suddenly wondered which was more unfortunate… Those who peaked in high school, or those of us

who wasted our lives envying them.

 

Example 4: 

"Jewelry Box" by Unknown

Her vivid inner life was tucked neatly inside her jewelry box.

 

Micro Fiction



Name: 

Step 2: Pick a genre for your micro fiction piece

Read about some of the different genres of fiction writing. A genre is the style or category of a piece of literature, as well as the focus of

the literature. Select which genre you will use for your micro fiction.

 

Mythical or magical

kingdoms

Scary or supernatural

settings

Fantasy/Horror

This genre usually focuses on:

 

 

Solving a crime

Using clues to find answers

to questions

Mystery 

This genre usually focuses on:

 

 

 A romantic relationship

between two people

Appeals to readers’

emotions and feelings

Romance 

This genre usually focuses on:

 

 

 Scientific ideas or

advanced technology

Settings in the past, future,

or fictitious dimensions or

universes

Science Fiction

This genre usually focuses on:

 

 

Characters: Who are the characters in the story?

Setting: Where does the story take place?

Plot: What is the main problem or action in the story?

Conclusion: How will the story end?

Step 4: Brainstorm Ideas

Brainstorm ideas for your micro fiction story. Answer the questions below.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Must be a full story

Have a plot

Have at least one character

Have a setting

Be 100 words or less

Step 3: Read requirements 

Your micro fiction must meet the following requirements:

Micro Fiction



Step 5: Write your Micro Fiction
Write your micro fiction piece below.

Name: 

Micro Fiction



Name: 

Micro Fiction

Omit word wasters (see list below)

Strengthen word choices (use the word “marvelous“ rather than “great”)

Clarify plot

Add plot twist

Add another event in the plot

Add a character

Step 6: Edit Your Writing

Read through your writing and decide which words you may need to remove. Also, look for words that are not descriptive and replace

them with stronger words. Make sure your plot is clear and your reader will be able to understand what is happening in the story.

1.

2.

3.

Additions you could make: 

1.

2.

3.

 

A lot

Absolutely

Actually

Basically

Essentially

Good

Hopefully

Cool

Also

Kind of

Many

Nice

Probably

Quite

Really

So

Suddenly

Totally

Usually

Very

Examples of Word Wasters in Micro Fiction
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