
Using Poems as Inspiration

Name: 

Step 1: Read the Poem

Read the poem with an adult. 

“There Is a Thing” by Unknown 

There is a thing 

beneath the stair

with slimy face

and oily hair

that does not move 

or speak or sing

or do another 

single thing

but sit and wait

beneath the stair

with slimy face

and oily hair

A toy designer is someone who designs toys. For example, toy designers design stuffed animals, action figures, and board games. 

When toy designers create a new toy, they look for inspiration. For example, a toy designer might see a butterfly outside and get

inspiration to create a board game that has butterflies and insects in it. Toy designers also get inspiration from poems they read.

Below, you will see a poem. Read the poem with an adult and answer the questions. Then, design a toy using the poem as inspiration.

Step 2: Answer Questions About the Poem

1. Why does the author use rhyming words in the poem? 

2. If you had to create a new title for this poem what would it be?

3. What is the personality of the “thing”?

4. What is the tone of the poem?
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Step 3: Design a Toy

In the box below, design a toy using that is inspired by the “thing” from the poem. For example, you might design a stuffed animal, a board game, or a

container of slime.

 

Name of the toy 

Name of designer (your name)

Price

Recommended age range (ages of people who will enjoy the toy the most)

Materials the toy is made out of

Step 4: Create a Merchandise Tag

Create a merchandise tag for your toy. A merchandise tag is a tag that is attached to a product and gives more information about it. Your merchandise tag

should have the following information in it: 
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