
Non-Fiction Text Features

Name: 

A herpetologist is a scientist who studies reptiles, like lizards. A herpetologist also studies amphibians, like frogs. Herpetologists are

always learning new information about reptiles and amphibians. In March 2020, a herpetologist announced that amphibians can glow in

the dark! Humans cannot see them glow unless they wear special glasses. Herpetologists learn about new discoveries by reading articles

on the internet. As they read articles, herpetologists look for text features. Text features are parts of an article or story that are not the

main sentences. For example, maps are text features. Learn about text features below. Then, read an article on the next page and

answer questions about the text features.

Types of Text Features

Graph 
A visual way to

organize information.

A scientist who studies

reptiles, like lizards.

 

A tailless amphibian.

 

 

Parts of an article or story

that are not the main

sentences

Glossary
A list of important words

and their definitions.

Herpetologist:

 

 

 Frog: 

 

 

Text Features:

A word or short phrase that

tells the reader what the

paragraph underneath is

about.

Herpetologist
A herpetologist is

a scientist who

studies reptiles,

like lizards. 

Heading Sidebar
A box with words that

provides the reader with

additional information

about a topic.

Herpetologists
Herpetologists

use text

features to help

learn new

information

Graphs

Maps

Glossary

Map
An image that shows

important information

about a piece of land or

location.

Caption
Words that are

underneath or next to a

picture to explain what

a picture is about.

A spotted black pond turtle resting

Diagram
A drawing or a picture that shows the

different parts of an object, like a car. It

can also show how something works,

like how lava comes out of a volcano.



Name: 

The climate in Central and South America is a

perfect place for iguanas. Iguanas need to live

in warm and rainy places with lots of trees for

them to live in.

Read the article below about iguanas. Then, answer the questions about text features found in the article.

Iguanas are a type of lizard. They are one of the largest lizards in the world. They can grow to over 6 feet long

and weight 10-15 pounds! The most common species of iguana is the green iguana. Green iguanas are found in

Central and South America. You can also find them on Caribbean islands, like Puerto Rico and the Bahamas.

Non-Fiction Text Features

Behavior
Iguanas are omnivores when they are young and herbivores when they are

older. An omnivore is an animal that eats meat and plants. A herbivore only

eats plants. When iguanas are young, they eat insects. But, as they age, they

only like to eat fruits, flowers, and leaves. 

 

Iguanas live in trees or bushes. They can jump down from a tree as high as 40

feet! They also love water and are very good swimmers.

Iguanas

Defense Mechanisms 
Defense mechanisms are ways that animals protect itself. One defense

mechanism that iguanas use is their very sharp teeth. Iguanas also use their

long tails to move around quickly and scare off other animals. Iguanas can

also detach their tails if an animal grabs them. This lets them run off without

being injured. Don’t worry, though! Their tails grow back!

Fun Fact!

Iguanas can hold their breath

for up to 30 minutes. They

can also change the color of

their skin from green to

orange!

 



Name: 

Answer the following questions.

 

1. What text feature is located under the map?

 

 

2. What information is in the side bar? 

 

 
3. How many headers are in this article? 

 

 

4. What are the headers titled? 

 

 

5. If you could add a text feature to this article, what would you add and why? 

 

 

6. This article does not have a glossary. Write four words and definitions that you would include in a glossary for this

article.
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