
Elements in Poetry

Name: 

Tone
The feeling that a writer has towards the

main topic in the poem.

 

Example: 

serious, humorous, scared, easy going

 

 

 

Step 1: Learn about Elements of Poetry 
Below, you will see different elements of poetry. An element of poetry is something that a writer includes in a poem, like rhyming

words. Read about different elements of poetry.

 

A robotics engineer designs robots. Robots are machines that perform specific tasks. For example, robots can go under water to take

pictures of fish. Robots can also perform chores, like sweeping a floor. Robotics engineers write reports about the robots they build. The

reports have information about how a robot works or what materials should be used to build the robot.

 

Robotics engineers also have other hobbies outside of building robots. Some robotics engineers like to read and write.

Today, you will imagine you are a robotics engineer who is reading a poem about a new type of a robot. Follow the steps below.

Repetition
The use of repeated words, lines, or phrases. 

 

 

Example: 

Summer break is hot and sticky. The summer

sand warms my feet. The summer sand sticks to

my toes.

 

Rhyme
The use of words with the same ending

sounds.

 

Example: 

I walked through the desert at night. I saw

two lizards fight.

 

Alliteration
The use of the same letter or sound at the

beginning of words.

 

Example: 

The sweet sound of summer makes me

smile.
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1. Where do you see examples of rhyme? Circle the words that rhyme at the end of a line.

2. Why do you think the writer of the poem used rhyming words in the poem?

3. Where do you see alliteration in the poem? Underline one example of alliteration in the line of a poem. 

4. Which word is repeated most often in the poem? Circle this word each time you see it. 

5. Why do you think the writer uses repetition? 

6. What is the tone in the poem? Explain your reasoning.

“Homework Machine” by Shel Silverstein.
 
The Homework Machine, oh the Homework Machine,

Most perfect contraption that’s ever been seen.

Just put in your homework, then drop in a dime, 

Snap on the switch, and in ten seconds’ time, 

Your homework comes out, quick and clean as can be.

Here, it is---“nine plus four?” and the answer is “three.”

Three?

Oh me...

I guess it’s not as perfect

As I thought it would be.

Step 2: Read Poem

Read the poem below. Then, answer the questions.
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It must have a way to print paper. 

It must have a way to send homework to a teacher.

It must have a way to alert a student their homework is ready.

Step 3: Design your own homework machine

It is your turn to design a homework machine. The homework machine is a robot that should help kids do their homework. In the box

below, draw what your homework machine would look like. Your homework machine must include the following:

Extra time? 

Write your own poem about a machine that helps students do their homework. Use rhyme, repetition, and alliteration in

your poem.
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