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Step One: Background Information on Urban Planners and Shapes (5-10 minutes)
Show Video: Shapes in Our Environment.

Explain to students that today they will be urban planners! An urban planner’s job is to design cities and neighborhoods that people

live in!

Show Handout: Example of a City. Discuss the different features in the city that an urban planner helped plan! Examples include: a

water towers, roads, homes, traffic lights, parks, and stop signs. 

Next, explain to students that urban planners begin by drawing out their designs for a city or neighborhood. They can draw out their

designs on a piece of paper or on a computer. In their drawings, they often include different shapes! A tall building could be the shape

of a rectangle. A traffic light could be a rectangle with three circles inside. 

Show Handout: Examples of a City Design. As a class, review the different shapes that students see. (e.g., the windows are squares,

the wheels on the cars are circles, the stop sign is an octagon).

If time permits, ask students what buildings or other features they would add to the city plan and what shapes they would use to

represent them (e.g., add a city pool and use an oval to represent the pool).

In this adventure, you will think like an urban planner and create a city plan that is made up of shapes!

Step Two: Activity Set-Up (5 minutes)
Explain to students that they will be urban planners and will create a plan for a new city! The city will be different from a regular city.

It will be a city that has a funny theme! 

Show Handout: Examples of Themes for Cities. As a class, have students brainstorm other ideas for silly themes for a city. 

Provide students with Handout: Steps to Design a City Plan.

Step Three: Drawing a City Plan (15+ minutes)
Have students complete step 1. They will circle which theme they want to use. They can also come up with their own silly theme.

Next, have students complete step 2. They will choose which buildings and features they want to include in their city.

Next, have students complete step 3. They will choose which shapes they want to include in their city plan.
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Step Four: Looking at Another Student’s Plan (5 minutes)
Explain to students that they will now switch city plans with another student.

Once they get another student’s plan, they will look for shapes that they see. They will circle the shapes that they see on the student’s

plan.

Teacher note: students will be circling shapes on another student’s plan. Remind students that this activity is collaborative, so it is ok

that another student is writing on their plan!

Step Five: Class Discussion (5 minutes)
Have pairs of students volunteer to show their city plans and what shapes they saw in each plan.

Have students share similarities and differences in the shapes they chose to use in their city.

Ask students what shapes they used the most, and which shapes were harder to use.

Next, have students complete step 4. They will draw out their city. While students are working, remind them to include all buildings

and features in their drawing. They should make sure that their buildings and features look like the shapes they chose. They should

also make sure to include the silly theme they chose.

Optional: Provide students with crayons, markers or colored pencils
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