
Adventure Description:

Activity

In this adventure, students will think like a museum curator and create a new museum exhibit about the Navajo Tribal Government.

Step 1: Background on Navajo Tribal Government (10 minutes)

Museum Curator: Navajo Tribal

Government
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Teacher Note: This activity is long and can be completed over multiple days.

Show Video: Navajo Tribal Government.

Explain to students that the Navajo tribe is the largest Native American tribe in the United States. The tribe also lives on the largest Native American

reservation in the nation.

Ask students why it is important to learn about Native American tribes. Discuss the following examples: 

Native Americans are made up of many different groups and have different cultures. It is important that all people learn about and respect each others’

cultures.

Native Americans were the first peoples to settle in the Americas. This means Native Americans were in North America longer than European explorers!

However, Native Americans were negatively affected by Europeans through the spread of disease, the taking of their lands, and the killing of Native

Americans.

Native American tribes have influenced American life in many different ways (e.g., introduction of different foods, such as corn and sweet potatoes;

plants, such as cotton; medicines; and government structures, such as the Iroquois Confederation that influenced the writing of the U.S. Constitution).

There are many Native American leaders in politics! For example, Ben Nighthorse Campbell, a member of the Northern Cheyenne tribe, represented

Colorado in the House of Representatives and the Senate. In New Mexico, Ray Begaye, a member of the Navajo tribe, is a state representative to the New

Mexico House of Representatives.

Native American groups are more visible today in politics and culture (e.g. Native American politicians who serve in Congress)

Next, ask students how museum curators and other professionals can learn about Native American tribes in the United States. Discuss the following: 

Studying artifacts that were used by Native Americans a long time ago.

Interviewing members of a Native American group to learn about the history of a group not only in times past, but also about what the group is doing

today.

Studying documents that are important to a tribal history, such as government documents and photographs that  show important events.

Learning about different types of Native American art. In many cases, Native Americans created art that showed important events in their history.

Today’s Native American artists use their art to make political statements or to call attention to the treatment of Native Americans.
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Museum Curator: Navajo Tribal

Government

Explain to students that they will imagine they are museum curators who work at different museums! Students will be divided into groups. Each group will

work at a different museum and will create an exhibit about the Navajo tribal government.

Provide students with Handout: Steps to Create a Museum Exhibit. Read through the steps as a class.

Divide students into pairs or small groups. Explain that each group will get a handout with different artifacts on it. These are the artifacts that are in the

storage area at their museum! Each group will look through the artifacts and decide if they want to borrow artifacts from other groups. Provide each group

with a page from Handout: Group Assignments.

Teacher note: there are 4 different group assignments. Multiple groups can have the same assignments if you have more than 4 groups in your class.

Step 2: Activity Set Up (5 minutes)

Have groups complete step 1 on the handout. Groups will learn about the four artifacts. Then, they will write down notes about each artifact.

As students are learning about the artifacts on their page, discuss the following:

Why is it important that artifacts like the ones you are studying are preserved?

Why might museums choose to loan or borrow artifacts to other museums?

Step 3: Learning about Artifacts (10+ minutes)

Step 4: Loaning Artifacts (10+ minutes)
Have students complete steps 2-4 on the handout. Groups will meet with other groups in the class to decide if they want to loan artifacts to other groups.

Have each group lay out their artifacts on a table or desk.

Allow all groups 5 minutes to walk around and examine all other artifacts.  No group may touch or take another group’s artifacts.

Have students regroup at their station and discuss which artifacts they hope to borrow form other museums.  They should also discuss which artifacts of

their own they want to keep and which they are willing to loan out.

Next, explain to groups that they will now split in half.  Half of the group will stay with the artifacts they own to loan out artifacts to other museums.  Half of

the group will travel around to other groups and request to loan other groups’ artifacts. 

Have groups spend about 5-10 minutes walking around and talking with other groups. Groups should request to borrow any artifacts they hope to include in

their exhibits.

If a group agrees to loan out one of their artifacts, both groups should fill out a single loan agreement form. The group that is borrowing will take the

artifact, the group that is lending will keep the loan agreement.

Teacher Note: If students need extra loan agreements due to mistakes or if they change their minds about an artifact, use Handout: Extra Loan Agreements.

Each group should end with 3 artifacts they can use in a museum exhibit.

Teacher Note: Students may not lend out another group’s artifact.  If a group borrows an artifact and decides they no longer want to use it, it must be

returned to the owning museum.

Step 5: Brainstorming Ideas for Exhibit (10+ minutes)
Explain to students that they will now complete step 5. Each group will brainstorm ideas for their exhibit.

As students are working, discuss the following: 

What will visitors learn from your exhibit?

What age group is your exhibit meant for?

How will you make your exhibit interesting to lots of different kinds of people?
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Museum Curator: Navajo Tribal

Government

Explain to students that they will now complete step 6. Each group will build their exhibit.

Provide groups with art supplies and building materials (e.g., egg cartons, popsicle sticks, construction paper, scissors).

Tell students to use their supplies to create a model of their exhibit and create spaces to display their artifacts.  

As students are working, ask the following:

How is the Navajo tribal government structure similar or different to the United States government?

In what ways do the Navajo people use tribal traditions in governing their people?

What are the different ways that the Navajo people can make their opinions heard?

Extra Time? Have students present their exhibits to the rest of the class.

Video: Navajo Tribal Government

Handout: Steps to Create a Museum Exhibit

Handout: Group Assignments

Handout: Extra Loan Agreements

Materials List

Provided online: Not Provided Online:
Assortment of art supplies and building materials

Scissors 

Step 6: Building Exhibit (20+ minutes)


