
Adventure Description:

Activity

In this adventure, students will think like a blogger and create a political cartoon about the Fourth Amendment and

how facial surveillance may violate people’s right to privacy.

Step 1: Background Information on Fourth Amendment (5+ minutes)

Blogger: Implications of the

Fourth Amendment
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Step 2: Activity Set Up (10+ minutes)
Explain to students that they will create a political cartoon about the fourth amendment and facial surveillance. 

As a class, discuss how political cartoons are created too quickly and easily make a political point.  Sometimes, political events are difficult to understand,

so political cartoons can be used to make an argument using pictures instead of a long explanation.

Show Handout: Examples of Political Cartoons. 

Ask students what they think the point of some of the cartoons are. Explain to students that many people like to use political cartoons because even

people who don’t know a lot about an issue can look at a political cartoon and get a basic understanding of what is going on.

Ask students why a blogger would want to create political cartoons to include in a blog (they’re quick to read, they’re easy to understand, they can use

facial expressions of characters to convey how people on both sides of an issue are feeling, they’re more interesting to look at on a webpage than just

text, etc.)

Provide students with Handout: Steps to Create a Political Cartoon and Handout: Sources to Use. As a class read through the steps.

Show Video: Implications of the Fourth Amendment.

As a class, review what the fourth amendment says. Show Handout: Text From Fourth Amendment. Ask students what they think “unreasonable search” and

“seizure” refers to.

Ask how the Fourth Amendment protects people from illegal police investigations. Discuss how in today’s language, it might mean that people’s

possessions and homes are protected from unreasonable search and seizure without the police having probable cause or a search warrant. A warrant

would have to describe the place to be searched and the items to be seized. 

Next, discuss what facial surveillance is. Show Handout: Uses of Facial Surveillance. As a class, discuss why some people believe that facial surveillance

violates the fourth amendment. Examples include:

Some people believe that facial surveillance may violate the Fourth Amendment because of several Supreme Court cases. The verdicts have ruled that

several amendments give people the “right to privacy.” People’s privacy is disappearing as cities install facial recognition software and surveillance

cameras in many areas as security measures. Cameras may deter criminals and help solve crimes, however, the cameras don’t only film the criminals.

Every person that walks past the camera is captured on video without their permission.

The videos from these cameras could violate people’s privacy by indicating where they are, when they were there and by revealing their daily routines.
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Step 3: Creating a Cartoon (30+ minutes)
Have students follow the steps on the handout to create their cartoon.

If students are stuck on what message to create, discuss the following: 

Would an individual feel like his privacy was being violated if the park where he took his small children to play was under video surveillance?

Would an individual feel like her privacy was being violated if security cameras at an airport scanned her face and checked it against a facial

recognition database of suspected terrorists?

Would an individual feel like his privacy was being violated if he was recorded at a baseball game after calling in sick to work?

As students are working, discuss how students can make their cartoon effectively communicate a point of view about the issue of facial recognition.  As

students the following questions: 

Can someone who knows very little about this issue look at your cartoon and understand what message it is trying to communicate?

Are the cartoon characters you are drawing helping to make your point?

Blogger: Implications of the

Fourth Amendment

Step 4: Presentations and Class Discussion (5 minutes)
Ask students for volunteers to share their cartoons with the class (If available, a document camera helps make sure everyone can see.  If a document

camera is not available, we suggest splitting students up into smaller groups to share their cartoons)

Have a concluding discussion about the following critical thinking questions.

The First Amendment gives people “freedom of speech.” Though many bloggers and cartoonists are respectable, freedom of speech allows other

bloggers or cartoonists to create misleading information. How does being educated help play a role in this situation?

Surveillance cameras can limit peoples privacy but are helpful in preventing and solving crimes. Is the reduced privacy worth having safer

neighborhoods?

Police need a warrant from a judge, or “probable cause,“ to search many areas. How are people protected by those requirements?

Video: Implications of the Fourth Amendment

Handout: Text From Fourth Amendment

Handout: Uses of Facial Surveillance

Handout: Examples of Political Cartoons

Handout: Steps to Create a Political Cartoon

Handout: Sources to Use
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