
Adventure Description:

Activity

In this adventure, students will think like a museum curator and create a museum exhibit about relationships

between Native Americans and Europeans. 

Step 1: Background on Relationships Between Native Americans and Europeans (5-10 minutes)

Museum Curator:

Relationships Between Native Americans and

Europeans
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Show Video: Interactions between Native Americans and Europeans.

As a class, discuss how Europeans came to America and found that there were already people living here. We call these people Native Americans. Native

Americans and Europeans had both positive and negative interactions with Europeans. For example, Native Americans and Europeans traded with each

other. But, they also fought over land and Europeans gave Native Americans diseases that killed them.

 

Next, provide students with Handout: Europeans and Native Americans Relationships. As a class, read through the different pictures that talk about the

relationships between Native Americans and Europeans. Discuss why it is important to talk about both the positives and negatives.

Ask students if they think groups people can have positive and negative relationships with each other.

Step 2: Activity Set Up (5-10 minutes)

Next, explain to students that they will be museum curators and create a museum exhibit to show the relationship between Native Americans and

Europeans. Tell students that half of them will make an exhibit that only shows positive aspects of the relationship and the other half of the students will

show negative aspects of the relationship.

Put students into small groups. Cut out enough cards from the Handout: Cards for Groups, so that half the groups have a positive card and half have a

negative card.

Teacher note: Because there are only three cards, some groups will receive the same cards.

Give each group Handout: Steps to Create a Museum Exhibit. Read through the steps as a group.

Explain to students that they will brainstorm which pictures they want to use to show the relationships and create an exhibit using these pictures. 

Students will also get to pick what type of exhibit they create. Each group can choose their own style.



Museum Curator:

Relationships Between Native Americans and

Europeans
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Step 3: Brainstorm Ideas (5-10 minutes) 

Have students complete Step 3-5 on the handout. 

Give students an assortment of art and building supplies to create their exhibits.

As students are working, discuss the following: 

Why did you choose the style of exhibit you chose? Does it help people understand your message?

How will you showcase the sources and incorporate them?

Does your installation use a lot of color and different materials to catch people's eye?

 

Have students complete Step 1-2 on the handout, brainstorming ideas for their exhibit and coming up with a main message. 

As students are working, ask the following questions: 

Which sources back up the type of relationship your exhibit is about?

What is your main message? Your message should tell people what you think about relationships between Native Americans and Europeans.

Do your sources and messages help people understand the types of relationships these two groups had with each other?

Step 4: Creating a Museum Exhibit (25+ minutes) 

Step 5: Class Presentations and Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Have groups present their exhibits to the entire class. 

Discuss how each group only shows one type of relationship between Native Americans and Europeans. Ask students why this is a problem.

Ask students how they could change their exhibits to incorporate both positive and negative aspects.

Video: Relationships between Native Americans and Europeans

Handout: Europeans and Native Americans Relationships

Handout: Cards for Groups

Handout: Steps to Create a Museum Exhibit

Materials List

Provided online: Not Provided Online:
Assortment of art and building supplies (cardboard, pom

pom balls, markers, pencils, tin foil, recyclable materials,

pipe cleaners, tissue paper.


