Artifacts to Hide
You will hide artifacts around the classroom. Follow the steps below:
Hide 1 real artifact from a Native American nation for each student. These artifacts are on THIS page. If you have more
than 15 students, make copies of this page and hide extra artifacts.
Hide artifacts around the classroom that are are either fake or don’t belong to a Native American nation. There are 15
of these artifacts are on the NEXT page. We suggest hiding 30 of these artifacts (print two copies of next page).
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Steps to Analyze and Return Artifacts
Step 1: Look for Artifacts

Your teacher has hidden artifacts around the room. You will look around the room and choose one artifact at a time to look at. After you choose an artifact,
look at the Key for Artifacts handouts. See if the artifact that you found is both a real artifact and belong to Native American nation. If both are true, you can
move on to the next step. If your artifact is not real or does not belong to a Native American nation, you need to look for another artifact around your
classroom. When you find another artifact, you will look at the Key for Artifacts again to see if it is real and belongs to a Native American nation.

Step 2: Creating a Report (Do this step as a group)
Decide what nation your artifacts belong to. Then, read about your nation and fill out the report.

Write the names of all antique appraisal specialists:

Native American Nation the artifacts belong to: _______________________________
Sketch of what each artifact looks like:

What do these artifacts tell us about how people in this Native American nation lived?
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Step 3: Returning Artifacts
It is your job to return the artifact to the Native American nation it belongs to. As a group, write a letter below or on another
sheet of paper. Make sure your letter includes the following:
The name of the artifacts.
A statement that says the artifacts are officially being returned to the Native American Nation.
Date that the artifacts are being returned.
Your signatures.
Explanation that the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act is a law in place that says all artifacts will be returned
to Native American nations.

Dear ______________________________
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Key For Artifacts
Picture of Artifact

Is this artifact real or counterfeit?

Real

Real

Real

Did this artifact belong to a Native American nation?
If so, which nation? What was it used for?

This artifact is a robe and belongs to
the Navajo Nation. Navajo women were
known as skilled weavers who would
sell clothes to American settlers in the
1800s.

This is a Navajo rattle that was used to
create music for people to dance to.
Rattles were often used in religious
rituals.

This is a stone pipe that was made by
members of the Navajo nation. It was
used to create smoke during religious
ceremonies.

Real

These are shoes, called moccasins, made by
the Lakota nation. They were made of animal
hide and fur. The Lakota nation made these
shoes to protect their feet as they walked in
forests and rough ground.

Real

This is a drum that was made by the
Lakota nation. This drum was used as
musical instrument.
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Key For Artifacts
Picture of Artifact

Is this artifact real or counterfeit?

Real

Real

Real

Did this artifact belong to a Native American nation?
If so, which nation? What was it used for?

This is a pipe that belongs to the Lakota
nation. This pipe was made in the
shape of a cougar. This pipe was used
to create smoke in religious
ceremonies.

This is a tunic that belongs to the
Tsimshian nation. Tunics like these
were worn by high-ranking members
of the nation. They were worn during
ceremonies and important meetings.

This is a rattle that was made by the
Tsimshian nation. This rattle was used
as a musical instrument during
religious ceremonies.

Real

This is a pipe that was made by the Tsimshian
nation. This pipe was carved in the shape of a
bird. This pipe was used to create smoke in
religious ceremonies.

Real

This is a blanket that was made by
people in the Shoshone nation. They
made very complex weaving patterns,
and used these items as blankets and
clothes.
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Key For Artifacts
Picture of Artifact

Is this artifact real or counterfeit?

Real

Real

Did this artifact belong to a Native American nation?
If so, which nation? What was it used for?

This is a drum that was made by the
Shoshone nation. This drum was used
as a musical instrument during
performances.

This is a pipe that was made by the
Shoshone nation. This pipe was used to
create smoke during religious
ceremonies.

Real

These are shoes that were made by the
Arapaho nation. These shoes are called
moccasins. These moccasins are made
out of deer hide and protected people's
feet as they walked on rough ground.

Real

This is a drum that was made by the
Arapaho nation. This drum was used as
a musical instrument.

Real

This is an Arapaho stone pipe. This was
made by the Arapaho nation. It was
used to create smoke during religious
ceremonies.
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Key For Artifacts
Picture of Artifact

Is this artifact real or counterfeit?

Real

Fake

Did this artifact belong to a Native American nation?
If so, which nation? What was it used for?

This is a real fishing hook, however it
was not made by Native Americans. It
was made by English colonists in
Massachusetts!

This is a fake stone tool. It was made as a replica
by students studying Native American
arrowheads!

Real

This is a real ceramic pot, but it was
made by people living in Peru!

Real

This artifact is real but was made by
the Inuit nation in Canada.

Real
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This artifact is a real pot. However, it
was made by a modern-day artist!

Key For Artifacts
Picture of Artifact

Is this artifact real or counterfeit?

Did this artifact belong to a Native American tribe?
If so, which tribe? What was it used for?

Fake

This is a replica of an English farming
tool that was made by archaeologists.

Fake

This is a replica of an ancient Navajo
pot.

Real

This pot is real. However, it was made
by people living in Chile.

Real

This pot is real. However, it was made
by a modern-day artist!

Real

This pot is real. However, it was made
by a modern-day artist!
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Key For Artifacts
Picture of Artifact

Is this artifact real or counterfeit?

Real

Fake

Did this artifact belong to a Native American tribe?
If so, which tribe? What was it used for?

This pot is real. However, it was made
by an artist in Australia!

These moccasins are fake. They were not made
by Native Americans.

Fake

These are fake moccasins that were not
made by Native Americas.

Fake

This is a fake Navajo blanket. It was
made to look like a Navajo design.

Real
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This is a real drum. However, this drum
is from Africa!

