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K-2nd Grade: Civics and Government  
 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Mayor: Learning about Laws  In this lesson, students will think like a mayor and pass 
laws that will keep a community safe. 

City Councilman: Following the Law  In this lesson, students will think like a city councilman 
and explain consequences if laws aren’t followed.  

Principal: Rules at School  In this lesson, students will think like a principal and 
explain the importance of rules in school. 

Park Ranger: Respect and Responsibility  In this lesson, students will think like a park ranger and 
explain why respect and responsibility are important 
American values. 

Voter: Importance of Voting  In this lesson, students will think like a voter and 
explain the importance of voting. 

Graphic Designer: American Symbols  In this lesson, students will think like a graphic 
designer and create new product lines with American 
symbols. 

Author: What is a Government?  In this lesson, students will think like an author and 
write about the meaning of a government. 

Newspaper Reporter: Services the Government 
Provides  

In this lesson, students will think like a news reporter 
and write an article on services the government 
provides. 

Historian: Learning about Presidents In this lesson, students will think like a historian and 
learn about what it means to be a president in our 
country. 

Youtuber: Leaders in My Community, State, and 
Country  

In this lesson, students will think like a Youtube and 
learn about leaders in a community, state, or country. 

Speechwriter: Meaning of a Democracy  In this lesson, students will think like a speechwriter 
and give a speech on the meaning of a Democracy  

Senator: Branches of Government  In this lesson, students will think like a senator and 
explain the three branches of government. 

Archivist: Bill of Rights  In this lesson, students will think like an archivist and 
describe places where important historical documents, 
like the Bill of Rights, are kept.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K-2nd Grade: Economics  
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Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Urban Planner: Wants vs. Needs In this lesson, students will think like an urban planner 
and plan a city based on things that are wanted and 
needed. 

Computer Scientist: Goods and Services  In this lesson, students will think like a computer 
scientist and learn about the difference between goods 
and services.  

Entrepreneur: Producers and Consumers In this lesson, students will think like an entrepreneur 
and learn about how people can be producers and 
consumers.  

Marine Biologist: Saving Money  In this lesson, students will think like a marine biologist 
and learn about reasons to save money. 

Banker: Importance of Banks  In this lesson, students will think like a banker and 
learn about why banks are important. 

App Developer: Supply and Demand  In this lesson, students will think like an app developer 
and create a game for kids to learn about supply and 
demand.  

 
K-2nd Grade: History, Skills, and Culture  

 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Historian: Learning about Presidents In this lesson, students will think like a historian and 
learn about what it means to be a president in our 
country. 

Museum Curator: Legacy of Martin Luther King  In this lesson, students will think like a museum curator 
and create an exhibit about the legacy of Martin Luther 
King. 

Autobiographer: Making a Timeline  In this lesson, students will think like an 
autobiographer and describe what a timeline is. 

Archaeologist: Types of Sources  In this lesson, students will think like an archaeologist 
and identify sources that can be used to learn about 
the past. 

Anthropologist: Past and Present  In this lesson, students will think like an anthropologist 
and learn about how to study the past and present. 

Museum Curator: Learning about Multiculturalism  In this lesson, students will think like a museum curator 
and create an exhibit about culture. 

Volcanologist: Maps and Symbols  In this lesson, students will think like a volcanologist 
and learn how maps and symbols are used. 

Architect: Maps and My Community  In this lesson, students will think like an architect and 
learn about how maps are used in a community. 

Youtuber: Importance of Labor Day  In this lesson, students will think like a Youtuber and 
create an episode on Labor Day. 

Graphic Designer: Meaning Behind Thanksgiving  In this lesson, students will think like a graphic 
designer and create a website that teaches about 
Thanksgiving. 
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Journalist: Importance of Veterans Day  In this lesson, students will think like a journalist and 
write a story about the importance of Veteran’s Day. 

 
3rd-5th Grade: History  

 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Antique Appraisal Specialist: Artifacts from Native 
Americans 

In this lesson, students will think like an antique 
appraisal specialist and find the value of artifacts at a 
museum that were once used by Native Americans in 
the 1400s.  

Filmmaker: Reasons for European Exploration  In this lesson, students will think like a filmmaker and 
create a film about reasons for Euroopean exploration. 

Museum Curator: Relationships Between Native 
Americans and Europeans  

In this lesson, students will think like a museum curator 
and create an exhibit that discusses the relationships 
between Native Americans and Europeans  

Tourist Director: Learning about Jamestown In this lesson, students will think like a tourist director 
and make a tourist attraction to learn about 
Jamestown. 

Archaeologist: Agriculture in the Colonies  In this lesson, students will think like an archaeologist 
and learn about how different colonies had different 
agriculture practices.  

Theologist: Religion in the Colonies  In this lesson, students will think like a theologist and 
discuss religion in the colonies.  

Anthropologist: Economics in the Colonies  In this lesson, students will think like an anthropologist 
and learn about money and trading in the colonies.  

Computer Scientist: Stamp and Tea Acts  In this lesson, students will think like a computer 
scientist and create a VR headset to teach students 
about the Stamp and Tea Acts.  

FBI Investigator: Battles and Revolutionary War  In this lesson, students will think like an FBI 
investigator and identify stolen objects from the 
Revolutionary War. 

Historian: Female Leaders of the Revolution In this lesson, students will think like a historian and 
create a podcast about female leaders of the 
Revolution. 

Historic Preservationist: Declaration of 
Independence  

In this lesson, students will think like a historic 
preservation plan and make an emergency plan to 
ensure the Declaration of Independence doesn’t get 
damaged if an emergency happened. 

Political Scientist: Importance of the Constitutional 
Convention  

In this lesson, students will think like a political 
scientist and create an educational scavenger hunt at 
a museum for students to learn about the 
Constitutional Convention. 

Photojournalist: Louisiana Purchase  In this lesson, students will think like a photojournalist 
and create a story using photographs to talk about the 
Louisiana Purchase. 

Graphic Designer: Significance of the Bill of Rights  In this lesson, students will think like a graphic 
designer and create visual materials to talk about the 
importance of the Bill of Rights. 

Historian: Different Perspectives on the In this lesson, students will think like a historian and 
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Transcontinental Railroad  explore different perspectives about the 
Transcontinental Railroad being built. 

App Developer: Industrial Revolution  In this lesson, students will think like an app developer 
and create a game for kids to play about the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Human Geographer: Changes to United States After 
Industrial Revolution 

In this lesson, students will think like a human 
geographer and describe how people moved and 
populations changed after the Industrial Revolution. 

Archivist: Causes of Civil War  In this lesson, students will think like an archivist and 
create a database to track documents from the Civil 
War. 

Museum Curator: Key Battles in Civil War  In this lesson, students will think like a museum curator 
and create an exhibit on key battles in the Civil War. 

Tourist Director: Outcomes of Civil War  In this lesson, students will think like a tourist director 
and create an educational tour for visitors to learn 
about outcomes of the Civil War.  

Youtuber: Understanding Reconstruction In this lesson, students will think like a Youtuber and 
create a new Youtube channel about key historical 
events, like Reconstruction. 

Art Historian: America’s Role in World War I In this lesson, students will think like an art historian 
and loan documents to display in a museum exhibit on 
America’s involvement in WWI. 

 
3rd-5th Grade: Civics, Government, Economics, and Geography  

 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Banker: Saving, Spending, and Borrowing Money In this lesson, students will think like a banker and 
learn about why peoplel save, spend, and borrow 
money. 

Trade Specialist: Trading Goods In this lesson, students will think like a trade specialist 
and learn about why and how countries trade goods. 

Accountant: Taxes and Government Services In this lesson, students will think like an accountant 
and explain why taxes and government services exist. 

Photojournalist: Levels of Government In this lesson, students will think like a photojournalist 
and use photographs to talk about the different levels 
of government  

App Developer: Types of Governments In this lesson, students will think like an app developer 
and create an app about different types of 
governments around the world. 

Political Science Professor: Branches of Govt In this lesson, students will think like a political science 
professor and identify the three branches of 
government and why they exist. 

Election Poll Worker: Importance of Voting In this lesson, students will think like an election poll 
worker and find ways to address barriers to voting. 

Census Field Worker: Using a Population Map In this lesson, students will think like a census field 
worker and learn about how data are collected to 
make population maps.  

Juries: Importance of Juries  In this lesson, students will think like a jury and learn 
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about the importance of serving on a jury. 

Entrepreneur: Supply and Demand  In this lesson, students will think like an entrepreneur 
and learn about how supply and demand affect 
businesses.  

Archivist: Primary and Secondary Sources  In this lesson, students will think like an archivist and 
learn about the differences between primary and 
secondary sources.  

Congressman: How a Bill Becomes a Law  In this lesson, students will think like a congressman 
and learn about how a bill becomes a law. 

Alderman: Community Leaders  In this lesson, students will think like an alderman and 
learn about the importance of community leaders.  

Tourist Director: State History  In this lesson, students will think like a tourist director 
and create an attraction to learn about state history. 

Urban Planner: Different Types of Maps  In this lesson, students will think like an urban planner 
and describe how different maps are used. 

State Senator: Making a State Law In this lesson, students will think like a state senator 
and learn about how a state law is passed. 

Fashion Designer: Human and PHysical Capital  In this lesson, students will think like a fashion 
designer and learn about the difference between 
human and physical capital. 

Job Recruiter: Human Capital and Productivity  In this lesson, students will think like a job recruiter 
and learn about how human capital influences our 
world. 

Banker: Importance of Banks  In this lesson, students will think like a banker and 
learn about how banks contribute to our society. 

Accountant: Why We Have Taxes  In this lesson, students will think like an accountant 
and learn about the role of taxes in our society. 

Secretary of the Treasury: Borrowing Money From 
Other Countries  

In this lesson, students will think like the Secretary of 
the Treasury and learn about why and how money is 
borrowed from other countries.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th-8th Grade: Ancient World History 
 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Paleoecologist: Early Humans and Migration In this lesson, students will think like paleoecologist 
and explore where early humans migrated.  

Geneticist: Differences Between Homo sapiens and 
Neanderthals 

In this lesson, students will think like a geneticist and 
explore differences between Homo sapiens and 
Neanderthals to make a claim about differences 
among early humans.  

Paleobotanist: Significance of the Fertile Crescent  In this lesson, students will think like a paleobotanist 
and analyze early agriculture practices related to the 
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Fertile Crescent.  

FBI Investigator: Artifacts From Ancient 
Mesopotamia 

In this lesson, students will think like an FBI 
investigator and analyze artifacts that were stolen from 
Ancient Mesopotamia.  

Architectural Historian: Great Wall of China  In this lesson, students will think like an architectural 
historian and create a historic preservation plan for the 
Great Wall of China.  

Historian: Using Technology to Learn about the 
Roman Republic 

In this lesson, students will think like a historian and 
develop a VR headset to learn about the Roman 
Republic. 

Classicist: Fingerprints Ancient Rome  In this lesson, students will think like a classist and 
learn how fingerprints can be used to make claims 
about Ancient Rome. 

Animation Director: Ancient Greek Democracy  In this lesson, students will think like an animation 
director and create a video about the Ancient Greek 
Democracy.  

Ecotourism Director: Artifacts Ancient Greece In this lesson, students will think like an ecotourism 
director and create a tourist attraction about artifacts 
from ancient Greece.  

Museum Curator: Ancient Burial Rituals and 
Egyptian Queen 

In this lesson, students will think like a museum curator 
and create an exhibit that talks about the significance 
of ancient burial rituals for Egyptian queens.  

Archaeologist: Farming Practices and Incan 
Civilization 

In this lesson, students will think like an archaeologist 
and analyze farming practices that were used in the 
Incan Civilization. 

Linguist: Written Language and Code of Hammurabi In this lesson, students will think like a linguist and 
study the Code of Hammurabi to make claims about 
Ancient Mesopotamia’s culture and legal system. 

Anthropologist: Human Sacrifice and Ancient 
Mesoamerican  

In this lesson, students will think like an anthropologist 
and create a VR headset for kids to learn about the 
practice of human sacrifice in Ancient Mesoamerican 
civilizations. 

App Developer: Decline of Mayan Civilization  In this lesson, students will think like an app developer 
and create a game for kids to learn about the decline 
of the Mayan civilization. 

Archaeologist: People of the Stone Age In this lesson, students will think like an archaeologist 
and analyze artifacts that were used by people during 
the Stone Age. 

Antique Appraisal Specialist: Appraising Artifacts 
from Ancient India 

In this lesson, students will think like an antique 
appraisal specialist and appraise artifacts that tell us 
about life in ancient India. 

Art Historian: Exploring the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance 

In this lesson, students will think like an art historian 
and create an educational scavenger hunt to teach 
students about the meaning behind art from the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance.  

Egytologist: Ancient Egyptian Trade Routes In this lesson, students will think like an egyptologist 
and analyze what trade routes tell us about life in  
ancient Egypt. 
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Astronomer: Astronomy and Aztec Civilization  In this lesson, students will think like an astronomer 
and make a claim about the Aztec civilization based on 
their understanding of astronomy. 

Tourism Director: Royal Tombs in Imperial China In this lesson, students will think like a tourist director 
and create a tourist attraction to learn about Imperial 
China. 

Paleobotanist: Carbon Dating and the Decline of the 
Byzantine Empire 

In this lesson, students will think like a paleobotanist 
and learn about carbon dating can provide evidence 
for the decline of the Byzantine empire.  

Animator: Advancements and Ancient African 
Civilizations 

In this lesson, students will think like an animator and 
create a video to talk about advancements in ancient 
African civilizations. 

 
6th-8th Grade: U.S. History  

 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Historian: Terminology to Describe Spanish Arrival 
in the Americas 

In this lesson, students will think like a historian and 
explore whether the term “colonizer,” “exploiter” or 
“explorer” best suits Spanish people that arrived in the 
Americas.  

Project Conservator: Artifacts Belonging to Pirates  In this lesson, students will think like a project 
conservator and analyze artifacts that belonged to 
Pirates.  

Computer Scientist: Economic Causes of American 
Revolution 

In this lesson, students will think like a computer 
scientist and create a VR headset to teach kids about 
the economic causes of the American Revolution. 

Animation Director: Political Causes of American 
Revolution  

In this lesson, students will think like an animation 
director and create a film that showcases the political 
causes of the American Revolution. 

Archivist: Politics in Philadelphia In this lesson, students will think like an archivist and 
create a digital database to explore the significance of 
Philadelphia in colonial America. 

App Developer: Analyzing the Articles of 
Confederation 

In this lesson, students will think like an app developer 
and create an app for kids to learn about the 
significance behind the Articles of Confederation. 

Records Manager: Changing Perspectives & 
American Revolution 

In this lesson, students will think like a records manager 
and explore how perspectives of people changed 
during the course of the American Revolution. 

Political Scientist: Constitutional Convention In this lesson, students will think like a political scientist 
and analyze the importance of the Constitutional 
Convention. 

Computer Scientist: Westward Expansion  In this lesson, students will create a VR headset to 
teach kids about Westward Expansion and the 
Transcontinental Railroad.  

Economist: Louisiana Purchase In this lesson, students will think like an economist and 
analyze why the Louisiana Purchase occurred and its 
impact on the United States’ economy. 

Computer Scientist: Machine Learning to Study 
Reconstruction 

In this lesson, students will think like a computer 
scientist and learn about how machine learning can sort 
documents related to Reconstruction. 
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Statistician: Population Increase and Industrial 
Revolution  

In this lesson, students will think like a statistician and 
analyze why population increase occurred during the 
Industrial Revolution. 

Union Representative: History of Labor Unions In this lesson, students will think like a union 
representative and create a social media plan to raise 
awareness about why unions were created during the 
Industrial Revolution. 

Historic Preservationist: Civil War Battles In this lesson, students will think like historic 
preservationist and create a preservation plan to 
preserve civil war battle sites. 

Museum Curator: Posters and Propaganda that 
Signify America’s Involvement in WWI  

In this lesson, students will think like a museum creator 
and create an exhibit that showcases posters and 
propaganda that talk about America’s involvement in 
WWI. 

Computer Scientist: Facial Recognition of 
Photographs from WWI  

In this lesson, students will think like a computer 
scientist and learn about how facial recognition can be 
used to organize documents from WWI. 

Archivist: Artifacts Signifying the End of WWI In this lesson, students will analyze artifacts that can be 
used to make a claim about the end of WWI. 

Park Ranger: Impact of New Deal on National Parks In this lesson, students will think like a park ranger and 
create a tourist attraction for visitors to learn about the 
impact of the New Deal on National Parks. 

Filmmaker: Rise of Nazi Party and Start of WWII In this lesson, students will think like a filmmaker and 
create a serious film on the rise of the Nazi Party and 
WWII. 

Computer Scientist: Machine Learning to Study 
America’s Involvement in WWII 

In this lesson, students will think like a computer 
scientist and learn about how machine learning can be 
used to analyze documents relating to America’s 
involvement in WWII. 

Civil Rights Attorney: The Rise of the Civil Rights 
Movement  

In this lesson, students will explore how the Civil Rights 
Movement can be used to analyze recent legal cases 
related to people’s rights. 

Journalist: Fighting Against Segregation In this lesson, students will think like a journalist and 
create a social media plan to show how inequality 
existed in the past and still occurs today. 

Human Rights Activist: Long Term Impact of the 
Women’s Movement 

In this lesson, students will think like a human rights 
activist and create a social media campaign to like  
about modern-day gender inequality issues, like 
women’s pay. 

 
6th-8th Grade: Civics, Government, and Economics  

 

Lesson Name Lesson Description  

Constitutional Lawyer: Freedom of Speech in 
Schools  

In this lesson, students will explore legal cases that 
discuss the First Amendment in relation to students. 

App Developer: Powers of President In this lesson, students will think like an app developer 
and create an app to show different scenarios of what 
happens when a president's power is unchecked. 

Criminal Psychologist: Biases and Juries  In this lesson, students will think like a criminal 
psychologist and examine how biases in juries can 
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affect people’s right to a fair trial. 

Editorial Cartoonist: Protesting  In this lesson, students will think like editorial cartoonist 
and create a social media plan to discuss different 
types of protesting. 

App Developer: Overcoming Obstacles to Voting In this lesson, students will think like app developer and 
create an app that will allow all citizens to vote, 
regardless of barriers, like transportation or language.  

Campaign Manager: Campaign Laws and Ethics  In this lesson, students will think like campaign 
manager and explore  laws and ethics affect campaigns 
before an election. 

Lobbyist: Analyzing the Second Amendment In this lesson, students will think like lobbyist and 
examine different viewpoints on whether stricter gun 
laws violate the second amendment.  

City Council Member: Role of Local Government  In this lesson, students will think like city council 
member and learn about how local governments impact 
communities.  

Senator: Cyber Crime and Treaties In this lesson, students will think like senator and 
explore how countries work together to fight 
international cyber crime. 

Economist: Understanding Tarrifs In this lesson, students will think like an economist and 
explore how tariffs impact our economy  

Blogger: Implications of the Fourth Amendment  In this lesson, students will think like a blogger and 
create a video blog to explore whether facial 
surveillance violates the fourth amendment.  

International Trade Specialist: Embargoes In this lesson, students will think like an international 
specialist and explore why embargoes exist and their 
impact on global trade. 

Philanthropist: Implications of Charitable Donations  Students will explore the benefits and costs of large-
scale charitable donations on the communities that 
accept them.  

Financial Planner: Using Credit  Students will explore the use of credit cards for 
personal and business purposes and evaluate the pros 
and cons of buying on credit.  

Pricing Analyst: Deciding on Prices  Students will explore how competition affects the prices 
and availability of goods in a capitalist economy.  

Entrepreneur: Role of Entrepreneurship  Students will explore the motivations behind starting a 
business from the ground up and how this choice 
impacts the economy. 

Treasury Secretary: Exploring Economies  Students will explore the causes, effects, and 
prevention of inflation in the domestic and global 
economy.  

Historian: Inflation, Deflation, and Unemployment  Students will explore why inflation, deflation, and 
unemployment occur at different points in history. 

 
 
 


