
Lesson: Invasive Species

Picture of Drones 

Drones do not need pilots to fly! They can operate on their own! 
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 Counting Animals 



Lesson: Invasive Species 

Steps to Build a Drone 

Step 1: Choose an Invasive Species to Monitor 

Step 2: Read more information about the species you chose  

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Wild turkeys European Green Crabs 

Wild Turkey 

Invasive to the United States (especially in California ) 

 

Habitat: 

- Outside, especially in places where there are small amphibians 

- Vegetable and fruit crops and other areas with trees  

 

Food Source:  

- Endangered reptiles and amphibians  

- Nuts, berries, insects 

 

Other Important Information:  

- Can disturb the soil, which can affect plant growth  

- Compete with native birds (like quails) for food  

- May have spread a tree disease 
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Steps to Build a Drone 

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug: 

Invasive to the United States (especially in Mid-Atlantic states, like Maryland or Pennsylvania) 

 

Habitat: 

- Inside people's homes (these bugs look for warm places to hide in winter) 

- Vegetable or fruit crops and other areas with trees  

 

 

Food Source:  

- Eats a variety of plants, like fruit crops, vegetable crops, and shrubs 

- Pierces the skin of plants and sucks the juices and nutrients out 

 

Other Important Information:  

- There are few predators in the United States, so the species continues to grow.  

- Farmers have reported having significant crop damage because of this bug 

 

European Green Crabs 

Invasive to the waters of eastern Canada (especially Nova Scotia) 

 

Habitat: 

- Shallow, muddy waters along the sea coast 

 

 

Food Source:  

- Oysters, mussels, clams, and smaller crabs 

 

Other Important Information:  

- They have a large appetite and prey on many types of animals 

- They disrupt eelgrass beds on the bottom of the shore, an important habitat for young fish 

- They compete with native crabs and lobster for shelter 
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Steps to Build a Drone 

Step 4: Sketch a picture of a drone that will be able to gather data you listed in step 3.  

 

 

Step  5: use art supplies and building materials to build the drone 

Step 3: Write a list of 4 types of data your drone will collect based on the information you 

read. The data should provide ecologists with information on how the invasive species 

might damage the ecosystem and prevent plants from producing food through 

photosynthesis  
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Steps to Build a Drone 

Step 4: Sketch a picture of a drone that will be able to gather data you listed in step 3.  

 

 

Step  5: Use art supplies and building materials to build the drone.


