
Adventure Description:

Activity

In this adventure, you will think like a juror and learn about how juries make decisions about who committed a 

crime. 

Show Video: Importance of Juries. 

Explain that people serve on juries so that people in the community can have fair trials. Discuss what it means to have a fair trial 

(ex: jurors are not biased).

Step 1: Background Information on Juries (5 minutes)

Juror:

Importance of Juries 
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Step 2: Set Up (10 minutes)
Explain to students that there will be a trial in class today. A trial is formal event where evidence is looked at to determine if 

someone is guilty of a crime.

Show Handout: Information on the Crime. Read the information on the crime as a class. 

Explain to students that they will be the jurors. The jurors are in charge of listening to the evidence and deciding if the person 

accused of the crime is guilty. There are usually 12 people who serve on a jury. Because there are more than 12 students in the class, 

you will work in groups to be a juror. 

Divide students into 5 groups. Have groups sit around the classroom so they have space to work. 

Next, provide each group with one card from Handout: Juror Cards. Explain to groups that they should read the card. Groups should 

NOT share their card with other groups. Students should whisper while reading the card as a group so other groups don't hear. 

The card tells students what type of juror they will be and how they will make decisions about the trial.

Teacher note: Each card has different directions. It is important that each group gets a different card. If there are more than 5 

groups, you can repeat cards. 

As groups are reading their cards, walk around and make sure that each group understands their card and what their role will be in 

the jury.
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Explain to groups that they will now look at 3 pieces of evidence. Give groups 3 minutes to review each piece of evidence.

First, pass out Handout: Fingerprint Evidence to each group. Explain that on the left side of the handout is Ted's fingerprint. On the 

right side is a fingerprint that was found on the door knob of the technology store. Tell groups to discuss if the fingerprints look like 

a match. Remind them to speak quietly. Then, have students mark on their Handout Jury Decision Form if they think the evidence 

points to Ted being guilty or innocent.

Then, pass out Handout: Computer Evidence to each group. Read aloud to the class the information on the handout. Have students 

fill out Jury Decision Form. 

Finally, pass out Handout: Witness Story to each group. Read aloud to the class the information on the handout. Have students fill 

out Jury Decision Form.

Explain to students that they have now seen all of the evidence. Have each group individually discuss the evidence and whether 

they think the person accused of the crime is guilty. 

As groups are discussing, walk around and remind groups that they should be making decisions about the evidence and the crime 

based on what type of juror they are (from the card they received). 

Have students complete their Jury Decision Form with their final answer. 

Step 3: Looking at Evidence (10 minutes) 

Step 4: Group Deliberation (10 minutes)

Explain to groups that the class will now have a deliberation. A deliberation is a conversation that members of a jury have to reach 

a decision. During a deliberation, jurors talk about the evidence and whether they are convinced that the person is guilty or 

innocent.

Have one representative from each group share with the rest of the class whether the group thinks the person is guilty. The 

representative should explain why the group arrived at that decision based on the evidence presented and the conclusions they 

wrote down on their Jury Decision Form. 

After each group has shared their decision, state how many groups think the person is guilty and how many think the person is 

innocent.

Step 5: Wrap Up (5 minutes)
Discuss as a class how each juror had their own opinions and thoughts about Ted based on their own experiences. Some jurors may 

have been more biased then others. Have volunteers from each group talk about why they may or may not have been biased 

when coming to a decision about Ted being innocent or guilty. 
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Next, talk about why it is a civic responsibility for people to serve on a jury. Explain that people have the right to a fair trial in 

America. Jurors are responsible for carefully reviewing evidence to figure out whether someone is guilty or innocent. 

Extra Time? Explain to students that jurors 1, 3, and 5 likely would not have been selected to be on a jury because they all had some 

type of connection to Ted, which would have made them biased. Juror 2 would not have been selected because has been a victim 

of a crime could be biased against someone accused of a crime.

Materials List

Provided online:
Video: Importance of Juries

Handout: Information on the Crime

Handout: Juror Cards 1-5

Handout: Juror Decision Form

Handout: Fingerprint Evidence

Handout: Computer Evidence

Handout: Witness Story

Not Provided online (each student needs):
None needed 


