
Max the Juror:

Importance of Juries



Hi! My name is Max! I 

am a fifth grade 

teacher. However, I 

also have another 

job this week. I will 

be serving on a jury!

Meet Max! 

A jury is a group of people who decide if someone committed a 

crime and broke a law. For example, if someone steals a laptop 

from a store, he or she is breaking the law.



 

When I go to the courthouse, I won't be able to teach my class of 

students! I called my principal to tell him I won't be able to teach for a 

few days. Serving on a jury is a civic duty. A civic duty is a 

responsibility that people have. You cannot get in trouble from your 

boss if you have to miss work to be on a jury!

Getting a Letter in the Mail 

Last month, I received a letter in 

the mail that told me I might be 

serving on a jury! The letter told 

me a date and time that I should 

go to the courthouse. 

Report to 
Jury Duty!

JURY SUMMONS
Buncombe County, North Carolina

Your GROUP NUMBER is: 0011 Service Date: November 04, 2014

By order of the Superior Court, you are hereby summoned to appear for jury 

duty at 8:45 a.m., on the date indicated above, in Room 272, 2nd floor in the new 

Courts Complex. 

! NOTICE !
DATE OF SERVICE AT TOP OF PAGE. 
JUDGE WILL HEAR EXCUSES - FRI.

OCTOBER 24, 2014

Your Name Here

Asheville, NC 288803-0

Buncombe 



Jury Selection 

Even though I received a letter in the mail that I need to go to 

the courthouse, I might not actually get to serve on a jury. You 

have to be chosen to serve on a jury. Usually 12 people are 

chosen. 

To serve on a jury, you have to be unbiased. Unbiased means 

you are open-minded and fair. For example, if you were 

judging a science fair at your school, it is important to be 

unbiased when deciding who has the winning project. You 

should not choose your best friend to win if someone else's 

project was better. The opposite of unbiased is biased. Biased 

means you do not make decisions in a fair way.



Jury Selection 

John is accused of stealing 

laptops from a store. John claims 

he didn't steal them. The store says 

that they have a video that shows 

him stealing. There is going to be a 

jury that decides whether John is 

guilty of stealing.

Take a look at this example of the difference between how a 

biased and unbiased juror might decide on a court case!

A biased juror might know 

John and decide he did 

not steal the laptops 

because John is their 

friend.

An unbiased juror would 

carefully listen to all sides 

of the story and watch the 

video very closely to make 

sure it is John on the video 

stealing the laptops.



You can only be on a 

jury if you are over 18 

years old and a citizen 

of the United States. 

Why do you think you 

have to be at least 18 

years old to be a on a 

jury?

Give Your Opinion!


