
Stephanie the Congresswoman: 

How a Bill Becomes a Law



Who is Stephanie?

Here are a few projects that members of Congress 

work on:

Hi, I'm Stephanie. I'm 

a Congresswoman. 

As a member of 

Congress, I help 

make laws. Laws are 

rules that everyone 

has to obey!

A bill is a plan 

for a new law.

A bill is voted 

on so it can 

become a 

law!

It may give 

them the idea 

for a new law!

Vote on billsWrite new bills Meet with groups 

to listen to their 

concerns



What I am Working On

Right now, I am part of a committee, which is a small group of 

Congressmen and Congresswomen. Every member of 

Congress belongs to at least one committee. My committee 

focuses on the environment. When a new environmental bill is 

proposed, my committee learns more about it. 

Today, the committee is learning about a bill that will protect 

fish. The bill says that many fish across the United States are 

dying because there are chemicals in the water where they 

swim. The bill suggests that we give money to states to clean 

the water.



Day in the Life

Check out what a day is like in my life!

8:00 AM

I arrive at my office. Today, I have a committee 

meeting to discuss the new bill about protecting fish. 

Before I go to the meeting, I am going to carefully read 

over the bill. Then, I will write down on my iPad the 

questions I have about the bill.

Here are the questions I have:

How much money should 

each state get to protect 

fish?

Should companies 

pay a fine if they 

dump chemicals 

into the water?



Day in the Life

10:30 AM

It is time for our committee meeting! In our meeting, there 

are 14 members of Congress. We talk about if we think the 

bill is a good idea. Most of us agree that it is a good idea. 

However, we don't agree on the details of the bill. For 

example, some people are worried that the bill will cost 

too much money because a lot of states will need to clean 

up the water.

The bill is a 

great idea!

I agree.

We need to discuss 

the details.

There are a lot of 

states with polluted 

water. 
Yes, 

the bill may 

cost too much.

That is a good 

point.

Let's

review our 

budget.



Day in the Life

2:00 PM

At 2:00 pm, I finally get to eat lunch! While I eat, I type an 

email to send to the Fish and Wildlife Agency in each 

state. The Fish and Wildlife Agency is an organization that 

protects fish, wildlife, and habitats. My email tells them 

about the bill! It also says to email back a list of rivers and 

lakes in their state that would get cleaned up if the bill 

becomes a law.

To the Tennessee Fish and 

Wildlife Agency, 

I am writing to inform you of a 

new bill. 



Day in the Life

5:00 PM

At 5:00 pm, I shut down my computer and get ready to 

head to my apartment. I take my computer home with me 

so I can prepare for tomorrow's meetings.


