
NGSS Standard: 1-LS1-2

Adventure Description:

Activity

In this adventure, you will think like an entomologist and make observations about a new type of 

insect you discovered!  

Step 1: Background on Entomologists and Insects (5 minutes) 

Play Video: Parent and Baby insects.

Explain that entomologists are scientists who study insects.

Explain to students that entomologists learn about insects all over the world.  Show Handout: Interesting 

Insects. Discuss similarities and differences between the insects. 

Tip: If you have tools, like magnifying glasses or binoculars, have students practice using them to look at 

the insects up close. 

Explain to students that even though the insects look different, they all take care of their babies. As a class, 

discuss ways that an insect could take care of its baby. For example, insects build nests for their babies to 

live in, bring their babies food, and protect babies from animals who might eat them.

Entomologist: Parent and 

Baby Insects
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Step 2: Discovering an Insect (5-10 minutes) 

Explain to students that they will now pretend to be an entomologist who has discovered an insect while 

walking outside.

Provide each student with Handout: Discovering a New Insect.

Have students circle if they discovered an insect they have seen before (like an ant or a butterfly) or an 

insect they haven't seen before (like a spider with giant wings or a caterpillar with very long legs and a pink 

tongue). Then, they will circle how their insect helps a baby insect (students can circle "other" if they have 

another way that their insect will help their babies).



Entomologist: Parent and Baby

Insects 
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Step 3: Build a Parent and Baby Insect (15 minutes) 

Explain to students that they will now build their parent and baby insect.  

Provide students with art supplies and building materials. Any materials will work!

As students are building, encourage them to think about how to build their insects to show that the parent 

insect is helping the baby insect. 

 

Explain to students that entomologists teach other people about insects that they find. Have students 

present their insects to the class and explain how the parent insect helps the baby insect survive.

After a few students have presented, discuss patterns about how parent insects take care of baby insects. 

Line up all of the insects on the ground. Even though they may look different, all insects help their 

babies!   

Step 4: Making Observations (10 minutes) 

Video: Parent and Baby Insects

Handout: Interesting Insects

Handout: Taking Care of Babies

Handout: Discovering a New Insect 

Provided online:

Materials List

Art Supplies

Building Materials (construction paper, cardboard, 

paper towel tubes, pipe cleaners)

Not provided (each pair of students needs): 


